The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

Mandatory Referral Review
Staff Recommendation: Approve Recommendations

MRF-2024-005
Old Crain Solar

For review by:

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

December 5, 2024

ltem #5 12/5/24 Slide 1 of 16



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

GENERAL LOCATION MAP Council District: 9

Planning Area: 79

GENERAL
LOCATION MAP

Legend

= )
.@. Site Location
—— Major Roads

Councilmanic Districts
1 s
2 T
3 s
- B
5

\

0 35,000
]

Feet
1inch = 35000 feet

The MarjandSaionsl Cagiésl Fark and Faming Cammizmcn
Frince Secrpe's Czuny Sannng D eperment
Samgraghizin&rmato Sy amm

Created:Date: 6/10/2024

ltem #5 12/5/24 Slide 2 of 16



MRF-2024-005

Q
(Vp)
©
O
=
§Q
2 E
mr
8
@]

O o
20
mg
g .£
o C
B
O
v
g 2
s S
2 0
00
o0
o0
=)
(0]

Z 05
T 0
g O
>
@®

s 2
Q =
r=ga}

4

SITE VICINITY MAP

SITE VICINITY

MAP

Legend

E Site Boundary

I:l Property

B cuiding

Pavement

=+ Railroad Line

1,040

1,100 feet

1inch

Eringa G s 48 Couney Flden ng D ganmant
s gy . | e arion @ik

e chbia dorad 2 aglm | Park and Planing Commioaion

Tha

Created: 6/10/2024

Slide 3 of 16

12/5/24

ltem #5



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

ZON'NG MAP Property Zone: AR

ZONING MAP
Legend

[CJsite Boundary :

I: I Special Exception
e RE

RMF-12

RMF43

Created: 6/10/2024

ltem #5 12/5/24 Slide 4 of 16



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department

Case: MRF-2024-005
AERIAL MAP

AERIAL MAP

Legend
[ site Boundary
[ IProperty

IMAGERY FROM
May 2023

1inch = 550 feat

7

Tha b 2 rytand-Hacional il ek snd Flanning ©ommiaion
Prind 1 i . £ SN I Pl it D40 STans
ks gy bic. vt v a3 e

Created: 6/10/2024

ltem #5

12/5/24 Slide 5 of 16



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department

Case: MRF-2024-005

ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES MAP

SITE MAP
Legend

[ site Boundary
I Building
Bridge
Pavement
Water
Vegetation
[ ]Property
— GContour Line
—— Depression Line
—— Railrecad Line

0 560
[ S
ft

1 inch= 550 feet

X

Marymnc-Nats i Capbs Fark and Flanning Cmma mmn
Srnce Semgen Couny Fmnn g Jewima

Created: 6/10/2024

ltem #5 12/5/24

Slide 6 of 16



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department

MASTER PLAN RIGHT-OF-WAY MAP

Case: MRF-2024-005

MASTER PLAN
RIGHT-OF-WAY

Legend

DSite Boundary
|:| Property
Master Plan Right-of-Way
B :cterial
Collector
I Expressway

Freeway

I ndustrial
Major Colledtor
Primary

Created: 6/10/2024
ltem # 5 12/5/24

Slide 7 of 16



The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department

Case: MRF-2024-005

SITE FEATURES

* 13-acre solar facility consisting of 4,875 panels
* Black non-reflective 7-foot chain link fence

* Steel or aluminum racking systems

* Two solar equipment pad areas

* An 8x20 storage shed

* Electrical utility connection
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

PLANNING DEPARTMENT:

A notice was mailed to adjoining, confronting, and abutting property owners, and
area civic associations on October 8, 2024.

APPLICANT:
The applicant sent notification to adjoining property owners on May 8, 2024.
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-004

PERMITTING AGENCIES

The following permits are required for the Accokeek Solar Facility:

1. Prince George’s County Planning Department (M-NCPPC):
e Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan (TCP2) or Woodland Conservation Ordinance Exemption Letter (WCO-EL)
e Natural Resource Inventory

2. Prince George’s Soil Conservation District (PGSCD):
e Erosion and Sediment Control Plan

3. Prince George’s County Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE):
e Site Development (Stormwater Management) Concept

Final Stormwater Management Plan Permit

Fine Grading Permit

Building Permit, Electrical Permit, Fence Permit

Right-of-way Permit

Use and Occupancy Permit

4. Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE):
e Site Development (Storm Water Management)

5.  Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC):
e  WSSC Connection Permit

6. Potomac Electric Power Company (Pepco):
. Utility Permit
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The applicant is encouraged to consider other dual uses as recommended by the Soil Conservation
District to include vegetable production, honey production (beehives), free-range chickens for egg
production, or grazing of small livestock i.e. sheep.

2. The applicant should provide sightline studies and other exhibits as appropriate to
demonstrate the extent to which the proposed solar array will be visible from the three Historic
Sites and how that visual impact will be mitigated with landscape buffering.

3. Prior to obtaining a grading permit, the applicant shall conduct a Phase 1 archeological survey
on the subject property. Upon receipt of the Phase I archeological report by the Planning
Department, if it is determined that potentially significant archeological resources exist in the
project area, prior to approval of any grading permits, the applicant shall provide a plan for:

a) Evaluating the resource at the Phase Il level, or

b) Avoiding and preserving the resource in place.
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

4. 1f a Phase Il and/or Phase IIl archeological evaluation or mitigation is necessaryi, it is strongly
recommended that the applicant provide a final report detailing the Phase Il and/or Phase III
investigations, and ensure that all artifacts are curated in a proper manner.

5. To the maximum extent feasible, landscape buffering and/or required afforestation should be
located in areas of the project site that will minimize the visual impact of the proposed solar array on
the adjacent Historic Sites and the Scenic and Historic Roadway.

6. Coordinate with the fire department to ensure that the width and treatment of the access roads and
fire breaks are suitable for applicable vehicles.

7. Based on the property boundary, staff requests that the applicant not place any permanent
structures or make changes within the proposed rights-of-way of F-10, a proposed roadway expansion
project.
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

8. Pursue environmentally sensitive design to address stormwater runoff by promoting the
use of nonstructural best management practices to the maximum extent. The goal is to mimic
natural infiltration patterns across the site, in order to maintain natural hydrology.

a) Methods to pursue include the use of sheet flow to buffers, vegetated channels to convey
road runoff (i.e. roadside swales), and methods of bioretention such as rain gardens.

b) Reduce impervious cover as outlined in the MDE stormwater management manual
section 5 which is available online at their website.

c) In addition to these methods, options to pursue include the use of pervious materials

wherever possible.

d) Locate impervious surfaces as far as possible from permanent and intermittent streams

and their floodplains.
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

9. In order to minimize the risk of sedimentation in the aquatic and wetland habitats and to
minimize changes to the hydrology of these habitats:

a) Minimize clearing and retain forest - The limits of disturbance should be the minimum
needed to construct the project and allow access. Conduct clearing and construction in
phases in order to avoid having large areas cleared at one time.

b) Stabilize soil - Stabilization should occur immediately (within 24 hours). Special effort
should be made to retain fine particle silt, sand and clay sediments including the
incorporation of redundant/additional control measures in the sediment and erosion
control plan to ensure maximum filtration of any sediment-laden runoff (e.g., accelerated
stabilization, two rows of silt fence spaced 6 ft apart or more, super silt fence instead of silt
fence, etc.).

c) Inspect frequently - all measures should be inspected daily to ensure that they are
functional from the very initial stages through final construction, and any problems should
be corrected immediately.
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Prince George's County Planning Department Case: MRF-2024-005

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

d) Provide a minimum 100 ft undisturbed forested upland buffer to permanent and
intermittent streams and nontidal wetlands.

e) Avoid disturbing steep slopes (15% slope or greater) and areas of highly erodible soils.

10. Staff recommends the herbaceous cover mix be amended as necessary to be equivalent to one
appropriate for the site location from the NRCS Conservation Practice Standard for Conservation Cover
(Code 327), Table 2: Selected List of Herbaceous Cover Mixes based on the specific characteristics of

the site.
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