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BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY (BSU) 
MANDATORY REFERRAL (MR) REVIEW

ROLE OF THE PLANNING BOARD:

The Land Use Article Section §20:301 through 305 of the Maryland Annotated Code 
requires the Planning Board to review all public construction projects through the 
Mandatory Referral review process. All proposed public sector construction 
projects submitted by:

1. Federal/State/Prince George’s County/Municipalities
2. Public and Private Utility Companies such as:

o Washington Gas Light Company
o Potomac Electric Power Company
o Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
o Proposed Keys Energy Center and Mattawoman Energy Electric Plants
o Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA)
o State Universities and Colleges: 

• Prince George’s Community College
• University of Maryland College Park/Bowie State University (BSU)

Planning Board recommendations are advisory but affected property owners may 
seek resolution to any issues raised in the staff report.  Planning Board action is 
required within a 60-day period after a Mandatory Referral application is accepted 
by staff. 
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BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY - PROPOSED CNSMN

PRESENTATION OUTLINE:
1. General Project Orientation 

2. Existing Buildings/Demolitions

3. Existing Public Facilities

4. Proposed Building Design 

5. Staff Concerns – Location of Building/landscape

6. Staff Recommendations

7. Staff Request - Board Action 
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PROPOSED BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY
CNSMN - NOTIFICATION LETTERS

1. Notification letters were 
sent to civic associations 
and the City of Bowie.

2. Notices included: 
Project/applicant’s name, 
location, a brief 
description of project, 
staff contact, and a 
tentative Planning 
Board hearing date. 

3. Final notice of the hearing
was published in the 
Planning Board’s weekly 
online agenda. 
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GENERAL CAMPUS LOCATION 
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BSU - EXISTING ZONING 
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BSU – EXISTING PUBLIC FACILITIES
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AERIAL VIEW OF BSU CAMPUS/EXISTING BUILDINGS
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EXISTING CRAWFORD SCIENCE BUILDING 
( TO BE DEMOLISHED)
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EXISTING WISEMAN STUDENT CENTER 
(TO BE DEMOLISHED)
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AERIAL VIEW OF PROPOSED CNSMN SITE
EXISTING CAMPUS DEVELOPMENTS
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PROPOSED CNSMN SITE DEVELOPMENT
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PROPOSED CNSMN BUILDING
ARTIST RENDERING -VIEW  FROM THE PROMENADE 
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BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY EXISTING BUILDINGS  

AND 

THE LOCATION OF PROPOSED CNSMN BUILDING

STAFF CONCERNS
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AERIAL VIEW OF PROJECT SITE 
AND PROPOSED STUDENT QUAD



Alex Haley Residence Hall
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Center for Business
& Graduate Studies
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Center for Learning & 
Technology
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Computer Science Building
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Fine & Performing Arts 
Center
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Communication Arts Center
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McAuliffe Residential 
Community
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Thurgood Marshall Library
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PROPOSED CNSMN SITE AND ADJACENT USES 

STAFF CONCERNS
• The location of the proposed building is too removed from Jericho 

Park Road, and fails to create an outward orientation of the campus 
onto the surrounding public rights-of-way which are currently fronted 
mostly by surface parking lots.

• There are potential conflicts between the building’s loading area 
facing the residential complexes to the east and current pedestrian 
traffic.

• The proposed landscape lacks a diversity in plant species and 
shrubs.
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• The proposed multiple seating walls to the north side of the building  do 
not add any architectural value to the building. 

• There is a need for an outdoor gathering space between the proposed 
building and the residence hall to the north.

• There is no physical and visual link between the entry plaza at the 
southern end of the building and the northern edge of the adjacent 
library. 

• The proposed architectural elevations might be simplified.

STAFF CONCERNS - continued

PROPOSED CNSMN  - STAFF CONCERNS
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PROPOSED CNSMN FACILITY 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The University should consider locating the proposed building to the 
southern end of campus, closer to Jericho Park Road. This will expand the 
existing central campus green space and create an outward orientation 
of the campus onto the surrounding public rights-of-way, which is 
currently mostly fronted with parking lots.

2. The University should address the potential conflict between the location 
of the proposed building’s loading area off of the main pedestrian 
promenade (through campus), and facing the residential complex to the 
east by enhanced screening and other mitigation of the negative 
impacts resulting from placing the loading area near a residential area 
with a lot of pedestrian traffic.

3. The proposed 2,000 shrubs and 5,000 groundcover plants should include 
more than two different species of each. Additional types of shrubs and 
groundcover plants should be included to diversify the vegetation and 
landscape design.
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4. The multiple seating walls on the north side of the proposed building 
should be removed, since they do not add any architectural value to the 
building.

5. The University should consider creating an outdoor gathering space 
closer to the northwest corner of the building where it will get more  sunlight, 
and design it to create a link between the proposed building and the 
residence hall to the north.

6. The entry plaza at the southern end of the building should be extended 
to incorporate the northern edge of the adjacent library building, creating 
a physical and visual link between the two buildings.

7. The University should simplify the architectural design elevations of the 
building to address the overly busy grid pattern by introducing some solid 
areas to improve the overall design.

PROPOSED CNSMN FACILITY 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS - continued



MANDATORY  REFERRAL  REVIEW
BOWIE  STATE  UNIVERSITY (BSU)

THIS CONCLUDES THE STAFF PRESENTATION

ANY QUESTIONS?

STAFF REQUEST: 

AGENDA ITEM:  ___10___
APPLICATION: MR-1401F 

PROPOSED CENTER FOR NATURAL SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS 
AND NURSING (CNSMN)


